
Adult fiction stock 

quality health check: 
Deliberate inclusion

Ellen Forsyth

21 March 2023



Where are we going in this session?

• What is the adult fiction stock quality health 

check?

• What does the adult fiction stock quality health 

check spreadsheet look like?

• Why should my library fill it in?

• How will it help with collection management?



Sustainable Development Goals stretch targets 

for Australian libraries 

https://read.alia.org.au/sustainable-development-goals-stretch-targets-australian-libraries-2020-2030

https://read.alia.org.au/sustainable-development-goals-stretch-targets-australian-libraries-2020-2030


Deliberate inclusion

….rather than ‘accidental’ exclusion



Genres included

• Action adventure

• Contemporary

• Crime mystery

• Fantasy

• Historical

• Horror

• Romance

• Science fiction

• Thriller suspense





Genre/topic Title Author Date

Held? 
If 'Yes', 

enter '1';

if 'No', 

leave 

blank

Gender Nationality 

Fantasy Amongst our weapons Aaronovitch, Ben 2022 male English

Fantasy The blacksmith queen Aiken, G A 2019 female American

Fantasy Magic triumphs Andrews, Ilona 2018 1 female and male Russian and American

Fantasy The last smile in Sunder city Arnold, Luke 2020 male Australian

Fantasy Legends & Lattes Baldree, Travis 2022 male American

Fantasy The fall of Babel Bancroft, Josiah 2021 male American

Fantasy A strange country Barbery, Muriel 2020 female French

Fantasy When women were dragons Barnhill, Kelly 2022 female American

Fantasy Crowbones Bishop, Anne 2022 female American

Fantasy Soul taken Briggs, Patricia 2022 female American

Fantasy Winterlight Britain, Kristen 2021 female American

Fantasy The blacktongue thief Buehlman, Christopher 2021 male American

Fantasy The unbroken Clark, C L 2021 female American

Fantasy A master of Djinn Clark, P. Djèlí 2022 male American

Fantasy Piranesi Clarke, Susanna 2020 female English

Fantasy The binding Collins, Bridget 2019 female English

Fantasy Forest of a thousand lanterns Dao, Julie C 2017 female American

Fantasy Kellynch: dragon persuasion Grace, Maria 2020 female English

Fantasy The hunger of the gods Gwynne, John 2022 male English

Fantasy Sucker punch Hamilton, Laurell K. 2020 female American

Fantasy The Russian cage Harris, Charlaine 2021 female American

Fantasy The ten thousand doors of January Harrow, Alix E. 2019 female American

Fantasy Moon witch, spider king James, Marlon 2022 male Jamaican

Fantasy The city we became Jemisin, N K 2019 female American

Fantasy The Hob and Hound Pub Kelly, Seana 2022 female American

Fantasy The house in the Cerulean Sea Klune, T J 2020 male American

Fantasy

Dominion : an anthology of speculative 

fiction from Africa and the African diaspora

Knight, Zelda (ed) & Ekpeki, 

Oghenechovwe Donald (ed)

2020 1

female and male American and Nigerian

Fantasy Empire of the vampire Kristoff, Jay 2020 male Australian

Fantasy

Babel, or the necessity of violence: an 

arcane history of the Oxford Translators' 

Revolution Kuang, R.F.

2022 1

female American



Total Fantasy 50 Total Genders 52 Total Nationality 52.00 Total Nationality (Distinct) 12 Total Australian First 

Nations People

0 Total Australian First 

Nations People Held

0 Total First Nations 

People

1 Total First Nations 

People Held

0 Total 

LGBTQIA+
% Fantasy 

held

12% Total Female 34 Total Female Held 4
Total American

29
Total American held

3 % Australian First 

Nations People

0.00% % Australian First 

Nations People Held

#DIV/0! % First Nations 

People

1.92% % First Nations 

People Held

0.00% % LGBTQIA+

% Female 65.38% % Female held 11.76% % American 55.77% % American held 10.34%

Total Male 16 Total Male Held 3 Total Australian 4 Total Australian held 0

% Male 30.77% % Male Held 18.75% % Australian 7.69% % Australian held 0.00%

Total Non-binary 2 Total Non-binary 

Held

1
Total Canadian

3
Total Canadian held

1

% Non-binary 3.85% % Non-binary Held 50.00% % Canadian 5.77% % Canadian held 33.33%

Total English 7 Total English held 0

% English 13.46% % English held 0.00%

Total French 1 Total French held 0

% French 1.92% % French held 0.00%

Total Jamaican 1 Total Jamaican held 0

% Jamaican 1.92% % Jamaican held 0.00%

Total Malaysian 1 Total Malaysian held 1

% Malaysian 1.92% % Malaysian held 100.00%

Total New Zealander 2 Total New Zealander held 0





My Library's 

Total Titles 

Held

3 Total Action Adventure 30 Total Genders 31 Total Nationality (distinct) 5 Total Australian First Nations People 0 Total Australian First Nations People Held 0

% Action Adventure held 10.00% Total Female 16 Total Female Held 2 Total American 14 Total American held 3 % Australian First Nations People 0.00% % Australian First Nations People Held #DIV/0!

% Female 51.61% % Female held 12.50% % American 46.67% % American held 21.43%

Total Male 14 Total Male Held 1 Total Argentinian 1 Total Argentinian held 0

% Male 45.16% % Male Held 7.14% % Argentinian 3.33% % Argentinian held 0.00%

Total Non-binary 1 Total Non-binary Held 1 Total Australian 6 Total Australian held 0

% Non-binary 3.23% % Non-binary Held 100.00% % Australian 20.00% % Australian held 0.00%

Total Canadian 1 Total Canadian held 0

% Canadian 3.33% % Canadian held 0.00%

Total English 8 Total English held 0

% English 26.67% % English held 0.00%

5 Total Contemporary 85 Total Genders 85 Total Nationality (Distinct) 19 Total Australian First Nations People 11 Total Australian First Nations People Held 3

% Contemporary held 5.88% Total Female 63 Total Female Held 6 Total American 15 Total American held 2 % Australian First Nations People 12.94% % Australian First Nations People Held 27.27%

% Female 74.12% % Female held 9.52% % American 17.65% % American held 13.33%

Total Male 21 Total Male Held 0 Total Australian 47 Total Australian held 4

% Male 24.71% % Male Held 0.00% % Australian 55.29% % Australian held 8.51%

Total Non-binary 1 Total Non-binary Held 0 Total Canadian 1 Total Canadian held 0

% Non-binary 1.18% % Non-binary Held 0.00% % Canadian 1.18% % Canadian held 0.00%

Total Cypriot 1 Total Cypriot held 0

% Cypriot 1.18% % Cypriot held 0.00%

Total English 3 Total English held 0

% English 3.53% % English held 0.00%

Total Ghanaian 1 Total Ghanian held 0

% Ghanaian 1.18% % Ghanian held 0.00%

Total Haitian 1 Total Haitian held 0

% Haitian 1.18% % Haitian held 0.00%

Total Indian 1 Total Indian held 0

% Indian 1.18% % Indian held 0.00%

Total Irish 1 Total Irish held 0

% Irish 1.18% % Irish held 0.00%

Total Japanese 1 Total Japanese held 0

% Japanese 1.18% % Japanese held 0.00%

Total Korean 1 Total Korean held 0

% Korean 1.18% % Korean held 0.00%

Total Malaysian 1 Total Malaysian held 0

% Malaysian 1.18% % Malaysian held 0.00%

My Library (Aus First Nation)Genre Gender* My Library (Gender)* Nationality My Library (Nationality) Australian First Nations People



Send your completed spreadsheets to me

• No libraries will be named in the data reported

• Helps with state wide overview

• Helps to plan for targeted professional 

development about collections



Please complete the adult 

fiction stock quality health 

check…



Contact me on ellen.forsyth@sl.nsw.gov.au

Thanks to Abby, Belinda, Cory, Donna, 
Jade, Jana, Jennifer, Joanna, Judy, 
Leanne, Lisa, Lisa, Lynn, Ngarie, 
Rebekah, Jennifer, Renea, Rosanne, 
Samson, Sarah, Sharon, Skye, Vickey, 
Yasmin, Yvonne for their work on this list as 

well as those who suggested titles on the google 
doc
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