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First language reading and the role of public 

libraries

Yes, with all language we read, but going back to 
first language always it’s just warm, closer to 
heart 

Quote from participant p8

• Participants were asked how they would feel if 
they were not able to access reading materials in
their own language. Participants used words such 
as ‘disconnected’, ‘sad’, ‘disappointed’, ‘isolated’,
‘frustrated’, ‘losing our oxygen’, and ‘dead’. p9 

• First language reading and the role of public libraries by Dr Jane Garner https://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/public-library-services/first-
language-reading





You can request a box of books in languages 

other than English for display









How to order

• Use the Multicultural bulk loans request

• You will need to specify one language at the 

start of the form

• Under  Additional request details say that you 

would like a box of books for display in 

several languages – you can specify the 

languages if you wish





Parenting collection
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Children’s books
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