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AGENDA 

9.30 am Acknowledgement of Country and welcome to 
library

9.35 am Ellen van Neerven will present online

10.35 am Graphic novels and comics

11.30 am 5-minute talks

12 pm Lunch 

1 pm Short Talks 

2.10 pm Kate Holden onsite 



Ellen van Neerven 



Graphic Novels

Connecting

Readers

Gabby Cundy 

Collections Development 
Librarian

Science Says...

Comics make your smarter!



Have you read a graphic novel or comic from 
your library collection this year?

Question Time!



ALIA Graphic - Our Story What we do

Creator 

Chats

Webinars

Monthly 

Newsletters

Where you can 

find us

graphic.alia.org.au

Established
The group was created in late 2019 with 3 

members and today there is 8 of us from around 

the country!

Our Mission
To be a resource & build a network for Library 

professionals.

Help with collection development, advocacy & 

programming.

Support You!



Notable Australian 
Graphic Novels

Each year we look at all the Australian 

graphic novels and comics that have been 

published that year. 

To be eligible for the list the titles must be 

available from library suppliers. 

We have just released our Long List of titles 

for 2023...with the shortlist coming out 

Friday 29...



Multi Genre Approach

Infographic Created by Book Country

Each genre has unique characteristics 

and exposing readers to them will help 

them understand and enjoy any book 

they might choose.

Can broaden your perspective of the 

world.

Stimulates creativity.

Opens up new titles to readers.



Romance

Sci-Fi

Manga
Mystery

Adventure/Fantasy

Adventure 

Chinese Mythology

Fantasy

Horror

Non Fiction

Short Stories

Fantasy

Humour

Classic 

Coming of Age

Superhero

LGBTQIA+

Historical 

Fantasy

Mystery/Noir

Sci-Fi

Examples



Promote literacy 

A struggling reader will benefit from the 

image association to help decode the 

narrative and the lesser amount of written 

text. 

The advanced reader will benefit from the 

complex relationships between 

composition, layout, panels and the concise 

writing needed in graphic novels.

Rich and concise 

language

Attention and attention 

to detail

Expands vocabulary 

and grammar skills

Active problem 

solving



I can talk about the books I like with 

my older brother because he reads 

them too!

Connecting Readers

I like reading these books with my 

dad because he reads these types 

of books as well.

Graphic Novels

Family

Library 

staff

Peers

New 

Books



Promoting Graphic Novels when 
performing Readers Advisory

Know what’s in your collection

Know what’s popular

Don’t be afraid of them!

You don’t have to give people thousands of 

options

Be positive about your choices

Titles I Love



Readers Advisory Tools

For reasons already stated we’re 

here for you!

Focuses on Children’s all the way up to 

YA. Great to see whats being published 

and for reviews of new titles

Very comprehensive and covers everything. Graphic Novels, 

Manga, Children’s to Adults. They have great lists on 

different topics and very good reviews.

Do a lot of advocacy work for graphic novels and comics in 

America. They publish various lists, resources on different 

topics and publish a monthly newsletter.



Please reach out! 

aliagraphicinfo@gmail.com

Our team is here to help with any big or small question or 
query you have around your graphic novel collections



Questions?
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• Comic workshops

• Circus performers

• Anime screenings

• ‘Costume’ 

competition

• Kids craft

• Badge making

• Airbrush tattoos

• Caricature artist



• Badge making

• Art workshops

• Pinball and arcade games

• Face painting

• 501st legion

• Good game

• UOW Cosplay Society

• Project Bucephalus

• Battlecry LARP

• Sydlug

• Action Education Spiderman Show

• Con Artists

• Safe archery

• Batman and Batmobile

• Steampunk Vagabond

• DJs after party





 



















5 Minute Talks

1. Sarah and Abbey, Tamworth Library - Rewarding Readers

2. Ryan McLean - Online Book club

3. Lauren - RA genre book bundles

4. Carla James - Bridgerton High Tea

5. Samera, Bayside Library - Adults who read YA



1. Sarah and Abbey, Tamworth 
Library - Rewarding Readers



2. Ryan McLean – Online book club 

















01 WWW.LIBRARY.KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU

BRIDGERTON
High Tea

A



RA Objectives

02 WWW.LIBRARY.KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU

19 MARCHOBJECTIVES

Engage with specific 

Authors and Titles

To support the genre & 

capitalise on the TV 

show

A different way to use the 

library space



CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU04

19 MARCHGALLERY



CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU05

19 MARCHGALLERY



CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU06

19 MARCHGALLERY



CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU07

19 MARCHGALLERY



08 CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU

19 MARCHGAME

A Scandal in

The Game

bodgerton
• Whimsy and fun!
• A different way to engage with the Bridgerton stories.
• Engaging for all patrons.
• Other ways for people to engage in immersion of the 

stories



CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU09

19 MARCHGALLERY



CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU10

19 MARCHGALLERY



03 CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU

19 MARCHOUTCOMES

Outcomes

Title/genre turnover

Specifically Bridgerton books
Other titles/authors within that genre

Outreach outcomes

Visitors to the library that had not been there before
Feedback forms



Thank you for 
listening!

12 WWW.CARLAJ@KIAMA.NSW.GOV.AU

19 MARCHTHANK YOU!

Don't hesitate to ask any questions!



Adults Who Read YA
(… And Why It Would Be Remiss to Dismiss)

Samera Kamaleddine, Children’s & Youth 
Librarian, Bayside Library



54

Sometime In The 
Good Old Days



55

A scroll through TikTok’s #YABooks … 
shows that many of those leading 
conversations on young adult literature 
are clearly in their 20s and 30s



56

Never Too Old For This

❖ Are adults an overlooked audience for 
Young Adult Fiction in your library?
❖ Consider including “Upper YA” in your 
Young Adult displays (aka something for 
everyone)
❖After all, if they’re going to Taylor Swift’s 
concerts…



57

The YA Appeal: 
Put Simply

❖ Easy-to-read storytelling
❖Diverse perspectives and 

representation
❖ Nostalgia and comfort

- Bianca Breen, Communications Director LoveOzYA



58

The YA Appeal: 
A Never-Ending Journey

Being a teenager is something we've all done and had big feelings about. Upper 
YA especially … is all about becoming an adult and figuring out the real world. 

Who says we suddenly know all the answers at 21, or 25, or 30, or ever? I think 
that's why adults still like to read YA – we're all still figuring things out all the 

time

- Caitlin Toohey, Co-Host Better Words Podcast



59

The YA Appeal: Social Climate

The Barbie movie, Taylor Swift's Eras Tour … 
prompted discussions and memes about girlhood … 

We're reclaiming and enjoying fun things that we 
used to, like Barbie, making friendship bracelets and 

YA … and the ‘romantasy’ trend … It's like we're 
reliving our Twilight phase

- Caitlin Toohey, Co-Host Better Words Podcast



60

Aussie “Upper YA” to Promote 
In Your Library



61

Go-To Resource



62

Long Live YA



LUNCH 
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