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What are the 
strange things 
around the 
skirting 
boards?

DO use props 
to bring the 
space alive.

DO avoid 
using text if 
you can



DO
Construct 
a narrative 

The 
story’s the 
thing!



DO
Create 
sections/ 
chunks/ 
chapters.

Why?: it 
reduces 
fatigue and 
helps 
people 
absorb the 
content



Do
Use 
original 
materials 
where 
possible



DO
use a 
professional 
3D 
designer.

elinthomas
@me.com



DO – involve locals with a knowledge of the past (obviously) and use social media to track people down!



DO 
put items 
on open 
display if it 
is safe to 
do so



There’s 
nothing 
wrong with a 
bit of 
nostalgia for 
the adults 
and creating 
a picture of 
the past for 
the kids.



DO
Break up 
the text

Provide a 
text 
hierarchy

DON’T
Sweat the 
small stuff





DO
Have fun

Be playful

Get props



Audience 
interactive:

DO 
provide 
the 
answer (it 
was a late 
addition)

DO
Amend 
labels



DO 
double-check printing 
quotes and confirm 
that the printer 
understands the 
request.

DO 
Include a visitor’s book 
(for comments) 
Another late addition.



DON’T use an oil-based 
undercoat – it must be a 
water-based undercoat for 
SAV (self-adhesive vinyl)



DO 
think 
about the 
younger 
audience



DO
Seek permission to 
use photos





DO

Monitor 
how 
people use 
the space
and make 
adjust-
ments



DO
Come and 
see
Swimming in 
Botany and 
the Bay

at Mascot 
Library

before 
31 July

10am-6pm 
Mon-Fri
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