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* Major resettlement area since 2009

/ ” * Nepali = most spoken language after English
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Albur}-' City

'/§ Museum and Social History Collection

* First Nations peoples

 European colonial settlement

 Chinese, Lebanese and German
migration towards the end of the
colonial period

* Post World War Two European
migration and Bonegilla Migrant Camp

e 2000s Regional Settlement Hub for
families from the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Nepal, Bhutan and Sudan




Nepali-Speaking Bhutanese Refugee
Community of Albury

* Expelled from Bhutan with the introduction of the
One Nation, One People policy (1990s)

* Many spent 15+ years in Nepali refugee camps

e Approx. 1500 resettled in Albury from Nepali
refugee camps since 2009

e Common for 3 generations of a family to settle

together

Each generation has unique experiences and needs
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Our Stories Project...

 Various outreach programs had developed a strong connection
between the LibraryMuseum and this community
* |dentified as a priority development area for the museum
* Conserving the stories of the elder generation becoming increasingly
urgent
e 2023 NSW Heritage Grant provided essential funds to deliver the
initiative
* Qutcomes:
. Dedicated temporary exhibition Sept 2024 to March 2025
Il. 8 x Oral history interviews, 3 x short documentary films
lll.  Collection — oral histories, films, objects and 28 photographs
catalogued into the Museum and Social History collection
Online exhibition
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Cards, Mindful Mandalas and Coffee

LibraryMuseum
Mondays in NSW school terms, 10:30am-12:30pm

Lavington Library
Thursdays in NSW school terms, 10:30am-12:30pm




* Partnered with the Albury-Wodonga Volunteer
Resource Bureau

* Community Liaison engagement

* Project community meet and greet evening +
translated guided tour

* Expressions of interest from families, followed by
extended meeting

 Engagement of professional oral historian

Engagement of other contractors: Film maker,

designer and translator
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Early Wins...

* Working with an established partner (VRB)

« Community member championing the project

e Community meet and greet

* Extended meeting with each family to consult and build our understanding
of their experiences

e Local film maker with experience working with CALD communities

Challenges/learnings...

Getting all parties in the same place at the same time
Exhibition scope and community representation
Internal staffing changes + community liaison relocating
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People involved...

» Sara Korman (Coordinator Learning &
Outreach) — visited interviewees homes
with oral historian and filmmaker

-l

* Narelle Drewe (Learning & Outreach
Officer Community Engagement) —
established strong links with the Nepali-
speaking Bhutanese community through
multicultural programs

e Sandra Endresz (Museum Collections
Officer) — curatorial support for the

exhibition and managed incoming loans
and donations of objects for display
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ontent Development...

Interviews in family homes :
Filming of interviews
Translation

Film + oral history editing
Exhibition design

* Family member review

Happy surprise...
e Al audio transcriber for English content e ®



* English transcript editing (Sara, Narelle, Sandra)
* Themes chosen:
* Beginnings: Life in Bhutan
* Displacement: Leaving Bhutan
* An Uncertain Future: Nepali Refugee Camps
* A New Home: Arrival And Establishment in
Australia
* Looking Forward: Plans For the Future

* Excerpts from transcripts selected for theme panels
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Listening station in exhibition
Object labels in English & Nepali
Names in English and Nepali

Film subtitles in English & Nepali
Implementation of the Pen-Friend
for select oral history content
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LOOKING FORWARD
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A NEW HOME

ARRIVAL AND ESTABLISHMENT IN AUSTRALIA

“Persanaly, | fort ke | came to a defterent planet
with renw culture, now lifestyio, nirw poapia We
usod 1o be wary friendly with ona anather. Wa usad
10 chat with naighbors and the community, But
he peopls seam vary isalated har. NG tn6 used 1o
T W L, ORNET TNAN T COMMUNTY Mambes
Who often Lsed 10 vikit, And Radhiki wis alrendy
lght months pregnant ., but | It ves alcaw inthe
unit after thise diys and started supporting cthey
Wilnetible community members, aspecisly to
bridge that nguage gap”

Durga

My narme 5 Rowens and I'm 13 years old and | was
bom in Austraia. | 1ell my friends | was barm in
Australia and reised here ang stulf but | teil them

i

It makes me feel good that we didn't have to live
ﬁhmmlmmnmmmﬂm

back then and we have mare eriviege in Australla
hero. | Bod how like Eoth my parents oven though
they didn’t have enough thay wWara 1wachirs and
My dad was & poncips thaugh Dacause thay
ANt hawe a 19C Growing up but they &ill achieved
0N TS ANd thity Becams teachars and
acani A princioal [Durgs).”

Rowena
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brothers, siolings, and matemal farmdies. and.

mmmmmmmmmuwmuu\e
UEA, since mest of gur family, rekatives and friends
had already gane to the USA.

Whan | was first in Bhutan, | nad weocked with cows.
and harses and shaap that ware beought fram

Aumralia and far that | had training for fifteon days

0 Sarnchi and from than | had swsys wonderad
Norw it was like 10 e in Australia

~After sl rronths thiry called us again saying that our

Sarnily wiss 221l 10 9o 10 Armerice . and 50 | S8 that

1 would either 9o to Austilio or stay o the refugee

camp After thut they called me bacauss the
team to 9o to Australs had arrived

Ganga

“When | irred, L wondered what thete was (0 do,
#n1d what thare was 10 see. olated. When |
Iooked aver here, thers road, and if | looked
over there, there road and | wes
Mwﬁmlmgﬂmlmmml

memmmmm

e arrived In Albury Airpart on Bth of February
8425 pm And there were mare than 150 peopie
ready to welcome us Ree VIS There wes o white
Iooking lady who put khada [traditional scarf) on
ws and welkomed ua. And there were a few other
m-m:mammmymnm
already resetticd

One of theso ladles 5akl, "Swdgata cha” which means.
welcome. And & raally Inspired me | feck that sarss
of bakanging”

Durga

“Hoo went te help other paople And he
"L Wik corme soan. Bt sormetimes it U
oickock W 2 oiciock or & o'tlock.
rirg. 4 feel ke, o, where | am?

stay behind at home on my.

There was no one around e
dad's cousin's auntle. And
Sho holped a littlo bit and
stay with har if | was alos

“it was a tatally hard time. |
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Leisure > Museum and libraries > Exhibitions

Our Stories

* Exhibition panels PDF

Discover the remarkable stories of local Bhutanese families.

e Embedded films x 3

e 3D virtual tour

f. olAl Cbells'{‘) e Embedded audio oral
@ Our Stories history interviews x 8

 Downloadable
transcripts

In their own words, three generations of the Rimal and Sapkota families share their experiences of migration as
Our Stories > Nepali speaking Bhutanese refugees. Our Stories features oral histories, photography, personal objects and
documentary films in an open and heartfelt exploration of the remarkable journeys, culture and achievements of two
I T A a families that call Albury home This exhibition was on displav at Alburv LibrarvMuseum from 7 Sentember 2024 to 23
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This project was made possible through the generosity of the Rimal and
Sapkota families who have shared their experiences, homes, objects and
images as part of this project.

This project was proudly supported by the NSW State Government.
Additional funding and in-kind support were provided by AlburyCity.

The exhibition was developed and project managed by the Albury
LibraryMuseum with the generous support of the Albury Wodonga
Volunteer Resource Bureau.

The films featured in this exhibition were created by Helen Newman of
Nomad Films. The oral histories and photographs were captured by

Featherweight Projects. Graphic design services were provided by Julia
Fin of Fin Design. Translation services were provided by Kedar Sapkota.
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AlburyCity
Thank you...

More information:
https://www.alburycity.nsw.gov.au/leisure/museum-and-
libraries/exhibitions/past/our-stories

Questions?
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