Trevor Inch
Memorial Library
30™ Anniversary

Recording community stories


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Waimakariri Libraries has three libraries in our network and the main library is in Rangiora. The Trevor Inch Memorial Library in Rangiora is turning 30 this year. We are putting together a campaign to tell the story of how the building came to be. There are several strands to this. 
Firstly, we have a collection on Waimakariri Heritage, our heritage website. It’s called “ Celebrating 30 years of the TIML”. It has photos, oral history recordings, books and articles about the library. 

The second part of the campaign is that we will have an exhibition within the library in November that will commemorate where the library has come from and what might happen next. 

And the part that is in motion now is that as part of the anniversary celebration, we have put out a call to record stories from our community giving them the opportunity to share their memories of this library.

We are working with student interns from the University of Canterbury PACE programme on the project. The Professional and Community Engagement programme allows students to apply what they are studying within an authentic workplace environment to boost their employability, all whilst earning credits towards their degree. Students have the choice to do a 70 or 140 hour work placement and time in the workplace needs to fit around an academic portion of the course and their other courses.

The students with us are working on aspects of the celebration, from doing formal oral history interviews to creating a marketing campaign to promote the anniversary, depending on their University course majors. Each student is contributing to the project using their skills  and academic specialty and in the process our team is also learning as we work alongside them. It is quite a commitment from both sides but a very enriching experience.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There has been a long history of libraries in Waimakariri and the Rangiora Library has had several iterations. The Rangiora Public Library moved into this building shown here in 1966, when the Council offices and chamber moved into the Town Hall. 
It didn’t take long before there were reports of the library space being too small but a rebuild took a long time to achieve as a number of locations were investigated.  By 1975 the librarian was writing to the Council stating that “the library is old and not designed for library use; our shelves are taxed with very little display space; and there is inadequate work space.” I’m sure this is a familiar tale for many libraries!

Between 1977 and 1992 ten sites in central Rangiora were considered and then rejected for a variety of reasons. Some of the sites were proposed by businesses looking to move within the town.  In one case a very entrepreneurial real estate agent wrote & offered to sell land to the Council as a possible site!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the late 1980s, Trevor Inch, who was mayor at the time and a staunch campaigner for a new library was a driving force for a new space . That’s why the library was named after him. He was the first elected Mayor of the new District of Waimakariri, following local government amalgamation in 1989.  He resigned in 1995 because of ill health and died shortly after that. The building is a fitting tribute to his hard work and dedication to community well-being.

 On the day we opened in 1996, people commented on how large the space was. It did feel vast compared to the previous library. As the district has continued to grow, the library team is once more planning an expansion.

This building was constructed around the existing library, and the original Council Chamber is a well-used gallery and performance space. At the design stage, the architects gave consideration to the way the new library flows on from the old one. There is a continuation of materials and colours that ties the old and the new buildings together. This style of sympathetic building is now quite prevalent in New Zealand libraries as they are remodelled.



Old school phone

Recording
methods

Traditional recording device

] Vaka 0 te Tupuna.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 
 The project to record stories is called 30 years, 30 stories and we are using a variety of technologies to record our community’s stories and memories of life in this building over the last 30 years. There are three ways we are doing this. Firstly, the old school phone aka audio guest book, which I’ll explain more about shortly. If people prefer to speak to someone, we‘ll record their story on a handheld device  or they can record their own stories at home & share the recording via email.  
The third option is by using a web app developed in New Zealand called Vāka o te Tūpuna, created to provide a way for people to record the stories of their family knowledge holders. This is a very simple to use tool that uses Google Drive, as the basic tech. They log in with their Google account, add a few details and then they’re ready to record, using their phone or laptop. The recording and a summary transcript are automatically uploaded to Google Drive & so the recording is easily shared.


Audio guest book in the Library

Your Library is Calling... \

Post your
story here



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is the audio guest book  which is set up in the Library. For three weeks we are encouraging our community to come in and share their stories via the audio guest book. This device is more commonly used at weddings to record messages for the happy couple. Our current intern is working alongside our comms team to promote the idea to our community and this has worked really well. Community members have been coming in and saying they’ve seen a post calling for stories and want to take part. Short videos demonstrating what is involved have had the best responses. We also had an article written and published in a local newspaper and that generated interest too as it had a photo of someone using the phone and telling their story.

During the day there have been a number of serendipitous recordings, as people have passed by & seen the display. They are also invited to write their story down & post it in the box, if they’d prefer and they can also draw their memory too.

When they lift the handset a voice greets them, asks for their name & contact number and asks that they tell their story. Once the story is complete, they simply hang up and the recording is saved. We were able to record this greeting and customise it to our project.

Each night, the phone is charged via USB and the recordings are then saved. The phone holds an 8 hour charge which works well for our opening hours. The display is set up within the line of sight of staff so that the team can keep an eye on it.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This photo shows the Library today. The old Council chamber and then public library were incorporated into the building that was opened on 21 December 1996. 

We are now nearly half way through our gathering project using the audio guest book set up in the Library. There has been a good amount of interest in the display that includes the phone and it has generated conversations with our customers. Naturally, I suppose, some have stopped, & walked away, without recording. Others have taken a sheet with prompt questions & let us know that they plan to think about what they’d like to say & come back to record.

Each morning I go through the previous days recordings. There have been a number of breathy messages, where you hear someone asking “What can you hear?” or saying “Tell them your name” but there has been gold amongst the recordings. The hardest part has been that I cannot be beside the phone all day every day, encouraging its use so I am relying on the wider team to encourage people to take part.

When we have gathered the community’s stories, a number of them will be available to listen to within our exhibition. Some will be added to Waimakariri Heritage for long term preservation. 

Who knows how future anniversaries will be celebrated but my hope is that our community will feel that they have been able to add to the story of this library.


If you would like to know more. My contact
detalils are:

Sally O’Connell, Local History & Heritage
Coordinator, Waimakariri Libraries
Email: sally.oconnell@wmk.qovt.nz

Website: waimakariri.recollect.co.nz

Vaka o0 te Tupuna: https://tupuna.digikor.app/
How to use the app:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCXbuhpBY
lY&t=104s



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And these are my contact details. I’ve also included our Heritage site and the Vaka o te Tupuna site, plus a short video that explains how it works. Thank you for your time. Are there any questions?

mailto:sally.oconnell@wmk.govt.nz
https://tupuna.digikor.app/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCXbuhpBYIY&t=104s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NCXbuhpBYIY&t=104s
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