Ngarie and Joanna talk about
their AFSQHC’” experiences —
Romance and Contemporary
Fiction
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On 6 December, 2022, at 9:58am, Ngarie and | received an email with the title:

Would you be willing to be in a combined session at the readers' advisory seminar talking about the
planning for the adult fiction stock quality health check?

Guess who sent that? Guess how we responded?
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9 genres represent the book list:

e Action adventure
* Contemporary
* Crime mystery

* Fantasy
e Historical
* Horror

* Romance
* Science Fiction
e Thriller Suspense
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“Utterly original, hugely entertaining, a must-read.” o
JANE HARPER

EVERYONE
Wi EAMILY

1|nsnh1|r]
IIIIII nm

BENJAMIN STEVENSON

SEA OF
TRANQUILITY

NEW YORK TINES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF STATION ELEVEN

EMILY ST. JOHN

CASEY McQUISTON

An
RCANE
HISTORY

ONCE

| THERE

W ERE

'WOLVES

THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

CHARLOTTE

McCONAGHY




What is Contemporary Fiction?

* astory (loosely) set in the present time

e astory that depicts real life

e astory that could not easily be captured
by one of our other genres

Incidentally, this is not a genre mentioned
in Neal Wyatt’s seminal tome, The Readers
Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction - but it
worked for us ©
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“Hilarious’ “Darkly funny. “Poignant’

Unique. Entertaining’

MEGAN ALBANY
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What'’s in the Contemporary Fiction list?

* Nearly everything you suggested to us

* And then everything else that couldn’t
comfortably fit in the other genres but
was set in contemporary times

For example, books flagged as humorous.

Or books flagged as translated fiction.

Or books flagged as domestic fiction.

Or books flagged as bildungsroman
(coming of age stories).
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What else is in the Contemporary Fiction
list?

More of everything that was already
there

And writers and stories who fit the bill
every time someone asked if we had
any writers who were....
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‘A beautiful force’
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Finally, why is the Contemporary Fiction list
so big?

Action 30
Contemporary 85
Crime mystery 80
Fantasy 50
Historical 55

Horror 40

Romance 70
Science fiction 50
Thriller suspense 40

cvery word BriLee, author of Eggshell Skull
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Jenifer Prince: Jazz Night (Copyright © Jenifer
Prince, 2021) retrieved from:
https://www.itsnicethat.com/articles/jenifer-
prince-illustration-230621
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND


https://www.abbi.org.au/2019/08/a-willy-in-a-bottom/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR
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https://aplaceofbrightness.blogspot.com/2014/05/women-reading-in-art.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

..... misguided notion that suffering
and meaning are interchangeable. |
don’'t see romance as an escape....but
a vehicle that has allowed me to
connect with a part of myself that | felt

close to burning out...”



Joy IS an act
of resistance
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Everyone deserves their joy

Everyone deserves an expansive
sense of possibility, curiosity, and
connection to others.

Everyone deserves a happily every
after (happy for now).
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BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF BOYFRIEND MATERIAL A CUP OF JONN " ONE
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THE NUMBER ONE BESTSELLING AUTHOR
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STANDING

LAUREN HO

‘The funniest rom-com I've read in a very long time’
Beth O'Leary, author of The Flatshare
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NICOLA DAVIDSON

HEWAS SUFPOSED TO BE A MYTH
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‘SO CHARMING, SO SWEET AND SO LOVELY!’
MARIAN KEYES
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AUTHOR OF THE FLATSHARE
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CROOKED ROCK BOOK FOUR




NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

‘I loved every page’ Wauld you haos i
Helen Hoang, bestselling author of The Kiss Quotient PR EUTERE [0 #
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Love wasn’t on
her to-do list. ..
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A PSY-CHANGELING TRINITY NOVEL

HELEN HOANG

“A rare and riveting love story."—New York Times bestselling author
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